FREE STATE

Situated on the plateau between the Vaal and Orange Rivers, the Free State
is farming — and mining - country. Historic Bloemfontein, (also known as
Mangaung), is the judicial capital of South Africa. Welkom, in the Goldfields,
is South Africa’s youngest town. Pride of the province is the beautiful Golden
Gate Highlands National Park in the eastern Free State.
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Visitor Information

Free State Tourism (057 403 3606)

Bloemfontein Tourist Information
(057447 1362)

Clarens Tourism (058 256 1542)

Northern Free State Tourism
(016 976 0765)

Tourist Forum, Xariep (0571 713 0012)

For Golden Gate reservations
(058 255 0012)

www.fstourism.co.za
www.nfsdc.co.za

BLOEMFONTEIN

www.domemeander.co.za

FREE STATE



TOP ATTRACTIONS

* Bloemfontein, the stately provincial
capital, is a transport, communications
and trading hub, renowned for its
impressive sandstone buildings and
its parks and gardens. Among many
historic buildings are the Court of
Appeal, the City Hall and the Fourth
Raadsaal, which housed the old Free
State Republican Parliament. Also known
as ‘The City of Roses’ because of
the 4000 rose trees planted in King'’s
Park, and the annual Rose Festival.

*» Golden Gate Highlands National
Park, in the foothills of the Maluti
Mountains, is a high-level wonderland of
cliffs, crags, rocks and rolling grassland.
Its ‘golden’ colour comes from the
reflection of the sun on sandstone.

* Clarens, the‘jewel of the Free State
on the route to Golden Gate. An ideal
country retreat, popular among artists
and craftspeople.

« Vaal River towns in the northern
Free State, including Deneysville and
Oranjeville, noted for their outstanding
water sport amenities.

e Gariep Dam, the largest in the
country, offering excellent water sports,
camping and fishing facilities.

« Sterkfontein Dam, near Harrismith,
a relatively undiscovered gem,
containing bird life and marvellous
water sport opportunities.

* The Vredefort Dome, near Parys, the
oldest and largest meteorite site in the
world, offering unique and fascinating
rock formations and panoramic views
over the Vaal river valley.

Getting there/around

Bloemfontein has daily flights to
Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Port
Elizabeth and East London (0517 433 2901).

Services to Cape Town, Johannesburg/Pretoria
and East London (086 000 8888).

Daily to Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg,
and Port Elizabeth.

Bloemfontein may be reached via the N1 or
the R64 from Kimberley. The N3 and N6 to East
London also cut through the province.

Did you know...

that the Gariep Dam (approx 5,500 million
cubic metres) on the Orange River near
Colesberg, is South Africa’s largest dam, followed
by the Vanderkloof Dam, near Petrusville, FS, the
Sterkfontein Dam, near Harrismith, FS,
the Vaal Dam near Vereeniging in Gauteng
and the Pongolapoort Dam, near Mkuze in
KwaZulu-Natal.
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A region of great contrasts!

Escape from the cify rut and enjoy rusiic, rural getaways in the Northern Free State.
Vistt the world’s larpest and oldest meteonte impact site, the Vredefort Dome; go
wing-tasting along the Rlemiand Wine Route or view the hi-tech columns of the
Chemical Hub of 54 in Sasolburg. The reglon is easily accessibile from anpwhana in
the country and is senviced by OR Tambo Infernational Airport,

Vredefort Dome World Heritage Site

Thea viredefon Dome near Parye was declared Soulh Allica’s seventh Imemationa! YWorld Harlage Sile in
2006, Facorrissd 84 the lamest and oldest msecorle Fmoac] She i 1 Wworid, e arsd i3 &7 mpontant
research and study feld for genlogists from aund The giobe. The frostfee cimate of the Doma ama
prerdces 5 an abundance of dch plant, bikd and wildie, Lk an casis, 0 B & sidldnhg contrast 10 e
ridvn il plams of tha Northem Fee Stale and Monh Waesl Paovncs.

Accommodation

Thea Vil Fiveter, 1 Hi-Civing Backdbons of 1ha region, i not onfy the playground of waler SHons enthusiasts
il offers @ selechon of besubfully-sef and kenry acoommodaion faciities on he banks of s gant
walerdmy. I 1he Parys anea, the Yrededon Dome fonms the péefect backdnop e uo-markst country lodges
a5 will a5 & Losury an sulls Terded c=mg i a real bkl setiing

Tha st al the tegion aflrs a varioty of sccommodaton opliam - rmnging from carman parks and camping
has, 10 fwe-star graced looges and gues!s Neusas — k> 5Ul ine mos! budgel CONSCIoUS Snd BOvEniuITUS,
s vaill i o il Bk guatesty ared Gmiies. Sorma ol e gusiss) howses in ho sl wns o housed
im hislorical oid sandstons buidngs and offers eooslen] accommodabon al “plattetand” prices

Savannah Cheetah Foundation

Armongst the 21 spoecies of garma on (his fam, you wil find e Sovannah Chasloh Foundafion, @ nismnsh
ConsEnabon piogramems el s dsscalsd lo widils educalion and avaieness. Srce 2001, severs Miss
of Choatahs have boen knvingly hand: mansd at the Foundation. Visiors can enjoy a garmas deve and comas
i cioee b e Foundalion’s Chesiah Ambeasssdcrs, all ol whach hive Deen hand-reaned i caplivily. The
Smvannah Chestnh Fox creciited by the Zoologcal Assooation of Amenca and the Endangemd
Widite Trusl

Arts and Crafts

Mdong the joomeey, wston to B mgon cen megeect B oome pomss numeecees crafters soling iaditional
Beachwork and ol handcrais. Vieasl artvorks By wiious local and nabonsl silists ana ges on deplsy al
a mumber of @t galleries and omft oonbms. Trackbonal desses and. hand -emibmidered bed nen can be
gl i sevenal lowena

Riemland Wine Routa

Mong tha RST, near the historical fown of Heldomon, Be two eco-tounsm mefreats ofianng s
acoortriodation id the Fernland Wine Roule. Four up-muksl Cope callas brs iesliad willin he two
regEstRd ConsenRncs, ofienreg vasions the axcling opporhunily B0 spenencs wina-tasiing in s Fres
Sl wrache and badition. The Wine celliys on roule include Boland Wi acling s Francolin Croek
Calla Swartiand, trading as Sadedhaim Calar Smonssg Celar and, Yan Loveren Wines, irading Bs
Goedehoog Cellas, Al ol he oolars o scoomimodaled in eaguisiley enovated oid sandstons luidings,

For mone information: Tek (015] 970 5600, 056 618 1632, (0581 821 1355 E-mail: outsmi@nisdc coza

Visit the Northern Free Eta'ﬁe @ www.nfsdec.co.za
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